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IQWURGXcWLRQb
RRPaQV 1​  ​16 ​FoU I am noW aVhamed of Whe goVpel, becaXVe iW iV Whe poZeU of God foU ValYaWion Wob
eYeU\one Zho belieYeV, fiUVW Wo Whe JeZ, and alVo Wo Whe GUeek.b

● SXch gUeaW neZV! And VXch cleaU diVWincWionVb
● BXWðZhaW do \oX do aboXW Whe meVV\ middle Vpace?b

AcWV 1:8​ ðJeUXValem, JXdea, ​Samaria​ðWhen Wo Whe endV of Whe eaUWh _bb
● ThiV iV a WUanViWional VecWion, Whe gUa\ aUeaV befoUe Whe endV of Whe eaUWhb
● All VoUWV of meVVineVV in WhiV paVVage, almoVW noWhing iV cleaU cXWb
● TZo conYeUWV: boWh aUe VoUW of JeZiVh, bXW VoUW of noW _ GOSPEL WIDENINGb

b
DaUUHOO BRcN​  AcWV 8 iV fXll of conWUaVWV VhoZing Whe e[panVion of Whe miVVion: WheUe iV ZoUk in Wheb
noUWh (SamaUia) and Whe VoXWh (Ga]a on Whe coaVW); a magician and a goYeUnmenW figXUe aUeb
e[poVed Wo Whe meVVage, aV aUe SamaUiWanV and God-feaUeUV fUom AfUica. God iV mighWil\ aW ZoUkb
ZiWh a Zide aUUa\ of people. ​(I ZoXld add a Zide arra\ of ​mess\​ people)b
b
BLJ LGHa: ​The Hol\ SpiUiW iV noW afUaid of meVV\ people oU meVV\ ViWXaWionV.b
b
ScaWWHUHG BXW PUHacKLQJb
1​ SaXl agUeed ZiWh pXWWing him Wo deaWh. On WhaW da\ a VeYeUe peUVecXWion bUoke oXW againVW Wheb
chXUch in JeUXValem, and all e[cepW Whe apoVWleV ZeUe VcaWWeUed WhUoXghoXW Whe land of JXdea andb
SamaUia. ​2 ​DeYoXW men bXUied SWephen and moXUned deepl\ oYeU him. ​3 ​SaXl, hoZeYeU, ZaVb
UaYaging Whe chXUch. He ZoXld enWeU hoXVe afWeU hoXVe, dUag off men and Zomen, and pXW Whem inb
pUiVon. ​4 ​So WhoVe Zho ZeUe VcaWWeUed ZenW on WheiU Za\ pUeaching Whe ZoUd.b
b
SaPaULa HHaUVb
5 ​Philip ZenW doZn Wo a ciW\ in SamaUia and pUoclaimed Whe MeVViah Wo Whem. ​6 ​The cUoZdV ZeUe allb
pa\ing aWWenWion Wo ZhaW Philip Vaid, aV Whe\ liVWened and VaZ Whe VignV he ZaV peUfoUming. ​7 ​FoUb
Xnclean VpiUiWV, cU\ing oXW ZiWh a loXd Yoice, came oXW of man\ Zho ZeUe poVVeVVed, and man\ Zhob
ZeUe paUal\]ed and lame ZeUe healed. ​8 ​So WheUe ZaV gUeaW jo\ in WhaW ciW\.b
b
SamaUia _ (LX], BeWhel, EphUaim)b

● BoWh a ciW\ and a geogUaphic Uegionb
● HeadTXaUWeUV foU diYided kingdom _ 1 KingV 12-13b
● ConTXeUed and e[iled b\ AVV\Uia _ 2 KingV 17-18b

○ RepopXlaWed ZiWh foUeigneUV, ZeakenV WUibaliVmb
○ AlWeUnaWe JeZiVh Ueligion emeUgedb

● ConVWanW WenVion ZiWh JXdea _ John 4  (JeVXV and Whe SamaUiWan Zoman)b
b
National, regional, or famil\ histor\ wonèt scare awa\ The Spirit and canèt stop the gospel.b
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SLPRQ WKH SRUcHURUb
9 ​A man named Simon had pUeYioXVl\ pUacWiced VoUceU\ in WhaW ciW\ and ama]ed Whe SamaUiWanb
people, Zhile claiming Wo be Vomebod\ gUeaW. ​10 ​The\ all paid aWWenWion Wo him, fUom Whe leaVW ofb
Whem Wo Whe gUeaWeVW, and Whe\ Vaid, êThiV man iV called Whe GUeaW PoZeU of God.ë ​11 ​The\ ZeUeb
aWWenWiYe Wo him becaXVe he had ama]ed Whem ZiWh hiV VoUceUieV foU a long Wime.b

● AUamaic / SamaUiWan OT ZoUdV WhaW aUe aVVociaWed ZiWh diYiniW\b
● Comple[, bXWðin Whe meVV\ SamaUiWan Ueligion, he iV YieZed aV diYine (Angel of Whe LoUd?)b

b
SLPRQ BHOLHYHV!b
12 ​BXW Zhen Whe\ belieYed Philip, aV he pUoclaimed Whe good neZV aboXW Whe kingdom of God andb
Whe name of JeVXV ChUiVW, boWh men and Zomen ZeUe bapWi]ed. ​13 ​EYen Simon himVelf belieYed.b
And afWeU he ZaV bapWi]ed, he folloZed Philip eYeU\ZheUe and ZaV ama]ed aV he obVeUYed Wheb
VignV and gUeaW miUacleV WhaW ZeUe being peUfoUmed.b

● SXre looks like a genXine conYersion here. There is some skepticism oXt thereðmore in a momentb
● NRWH:​ in WhiV conYeUVion and Whe ne[W, bapWiVm and faiWh aUe ​LQH[WULcabO\​ Wied WogeWheUb

○ BapWiVm and belief occXp\ V\non\moXV gUammaWical poViWionVb
b
RHcHLYLQJ WKH HRO\ SSLULWb
14 ​When Whe apoVWleV Zho ZeUe aW JeUXValem heaUd WhaW SamaUia had UeceiYed Whe ZoUd of God,b
Whe\ VenW PeWeU and John Wo Whem. ​15 ​AfWeU Whe\ ZenW doZn WheUe, Whe\ pUa\ed foU Whem Vo WhaW Wheb
SamaUiWanV mighW UeceiYe Whe Hol\ SpiUiW becaXVe he had noW \eW come doZn on an\ of Whem. ​16b

(The\ had onl\ been bapWi]ed in Whe name of Whe LoUd JeVXV.) ​17 ​Then PeWeU and John laid WheiUb
handV on Whem, and Whe\ UeceiYed Whe Hol\ SpiUiW.b

● Onl\ Wime in AcWV ZheUe VXch a dela\ happenV. T\pical paWWeUn:bb
○ RepenWance, belief, bapWiVm, and SpiUiW ​at​ ValYaWionb
○ ConWinXal Ue-filling b\ Whe SpiUiW in an ongoing manneUb

● So Zh\ the mess\ dela\ here? ​ApoVWolic aXWhenWicaWion of êVXVpecWë SamaUiWanVb
b
SLPRQèV SLQIXO MRWLYHVb
18 ​When Simon VaZ WhaW Whe SpiUiW ZaV giYen WhUoXgh Whe la\ing on of Whe apoVWleVè handV, heb
offeUed Whem mone\, ​19 ​Va\ing, êGiYe me WhiV poZeU alVo Vo WhaW an\one I la\ handV on ma\ UeceiYeb
Whe Hol\ SpiUiW.ë ​20 ​BXW PeWeU Wold him, êMa\ \oXU VilYeU be deVWUo\ed ZiWh \oX, becaXVe \oXb
WhoXghW \oX coXld obWain Whe gifW of God ZiWh mone\! ​21 ​YoX haYe no paUW oU VhaUe in WhiV maWWeU,b
becaXVe \oXU heaUW iV noW UighW befoUe God. ​22 ​TheUefoUe UepenW of WhiV ZickedneVV of \oXUV, andb
pUa\ Wo Whe LoUd WhaW, if poVVible, \oXU heaUWèV inWenW ma\ be foUgiYen. ​23 ​FoU I Vee \oX aUe poiVonedb
b\ biWWeUneVV and boXnd b\ ZickedneVV.ë ​24 ​êPUa\ Wo Whe LoUd foU me,ë Simon Ueplied, êVo WhaWb
noWhing \oX haYe Vaid ma\ happen Wo me.ëb

● PeWeU iV haUd on him, becaXVe he ZaVnèW WheUe fUom Whe beginning like Philipb
● Seemingl\ VinceUe UepenWance?b

b
Personal sin and mixed motives wonèt scare awa\ the The Spirit and canèt stop the gospel.b
b
b
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SRXWK RI IVUaHOb
25 ​So, afWeU Whe\ had WeVWified and Vpoken Whe ZoUd of Whe LoUd, Whe\ WUaYeled back Wo JeUXValem,b
pUeaching Whe goVpel in man\ YillageV of Whe SamaUiWanV. ​26 ​An angel of Whe LoUd Vpoke Wo Philip:b
êGeW Xp and go VoXWh Wo Whe Uoad WhaW goeV doZn fUom JeUXValem Wo Ga]a.ë (ThiV iV Whe deVeUW Uoad.)b
27 ​So he goW Xp and ZenW. TheUe ZaV an EWhiopian man, a eXnXch and high official of Candace, TXeenb
of Whe EWhiopianV, Zho ZaV in chaUge of heU enWiUe WUeaVXU\. He had come Wo ZoUVhip in JeUXValemb
28 ​and ZaV ViWWing in hiV chaUioW on hiV Za\ home, Ueading Whe pUopheW IVaiah aloXd.b

● EWhiopa = aiWhopV (daUkened b\ Whe VXn) _ Ga]a in Whe VoXWh, ​almost​ Wo Eg\pW/AfUicab
○ MighW noW be ​modern​ EWhiopia, poVVibl\ SXdan _ geneUal WeUm foU VXb-Eg\pWb

● Candace = noW a name bXW a WiWle. KingV êUeignedë bXW Whe QXeenV êUXledëb
● Man\ inWeUeVWing connecWionV in Whe hiVWoU\ of JXdaiVm and ChUiVWianiW\ ZiWh AfUicab

○ EaUl\ ChUiVWianV in AfUica like AXgXVWine and AWhanaViXVb
○ Solomon & Whe QXeen of Sheba _ UXmoU of Whe aUk of Whe coYenanW going WheUeb
○ Lemba WUibe in ZimbabZe _ lefW IVUael afWeU NehemiahèV UefoUmb

● QXeVWion: iV WhiV gX\ JeZiVh? ScholaUV aUe diYided on boWh VideV.b
○ I YoWe \eV becaXVe of Whe VWUXcWXUe of Whe book of AcWV _ GenWileV coming Voon!b

● EiWheU Za\, heèV deepl\ deYoWed: WUaYel, e[penViYe VcUoll, eXnXchèV paUWicipaWionb
○ On hiV Za\ home, I ZondeU  if he ZaV Vad oYeU being e[clXded?b

b
IVaLaK  56​ ​3 ​No foUeigneU Zho haV joined himVelf Wo Whe LoUd VhoXld Va\, êThe LoUd Zill e[clXde meb
fUom hiV people,ë and Whe eXnXch VhoXld noW Va\, êLook, I am a dUied-Xp WUee.ë ​4 ​FoU Whe LoUd Va\Vb
WhiV: êFoU Whe eXnXchV Zho keep m\ SabbaWhV, and chooVe ZhaW pleaVeV me, and hold fiUml\ Wo m\b
coYenanW, ​5 ​I Zill giYe Whem, in m\ hoXVe and ZiWhin m\ ZallV, a memoUial and a name beWWeU Whanb
VonV and daXghWeUVð​7 ​I Zill bUing Whem Wo m\ hol\ moXnWain and leW Whem Uejoice in m\ hoXVe ofb
pUa\eU. TheiU bXUnW offeUingV and VacUificeV Zill be accepWable on m\ alWaU, foU m\ hoXVe Zill beb
called a hoXVe of pUa\eU foU all naWionV.ë ​8 ​ThiV iV Whe declaUaWion of Whe LoUd God, Zho gaWheUV Wheb
diVpeUVed of IVUael: êI Zill gaWheU Wo Whem VWill oWheUV beVideV WhoVe alUead\ gaWheUed.ëb
b
TKH SSLULW LHaGVb
29 ​The SpiUiW Wold Philip, êGo and join WhaW chaUioW.ë ​30 ​When Philip Uan Xp Wo iW, he heaUd him Ueadingb
Whe pUopheW IVaiah, and Vaid, êDo \oX XndeUVWand ZhaW \oXèUe Ueading?ë ​31 ​êHoZ can I,ë he Vaid,b
êXnleVV Vomeone gXideV me?ë So he inYiWed Philip Wo come Xp and ViW ZiWh him. ​32 ​NoZ Whe ScUipWXUeb
paVVage he ZaV Ueading ZaV WhiV: ​He Zas led like a sheep to the slaXghter, and as a lamb is silent beforeb
its shearer, so he does not open his moXth. ​33 ​In his hXmiliation jXstice Zas denied him. Who Zill describeb
his generation? For his life is taken from the earth.b

● The ​GOSPEL​ iV iWVelf meVV\: Whe VlaXghWeU of Whe peUfecW Lamb of Godb
b
SLQcHUH MRWLYHVb
34 ​The eXnXch Vaid Wo Philip, êI aVk \oX, Zho iV Whe pUopheW Va\ing WhiV aboXWæhimVelf oU Vomeoneb
elVe?ë ​35 ​Philip pUoceeded Wo Well him Whe good neZV aboXW JeVXV, beginning ZiWh WhaW ScUipWXUe. ​36b

AV Whe\ ZeUe WUaYeling doZn Whe Uoad, Whe\ came Wo Vome ZaWeU. The eXnXch Vaid, êLook, WheUeèVb
ZaWeU. WhaW ZoXld keep me fUom being bapWi]ed?ë ​38 ​So he oUdeUed Whe chaUioW Wo VWop, and boWhb
Philip and Whe eXnXch ZenW doZn inWo Whe ZaWeU, and he bapWi]ed him.b
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Geographic distance and ph\sical issues wonèt scare awa\ The Spirit and canèt stop the gospel.b
b
SWUaQJH EQGLQJb
39 ​When Whe\ came Xp oXW of Whe ZaWeU, Whe SpiUiW of Whe LoUd caUUied Philip aZa\, and Whe eXnXchb
did noW Vee him an\ longeU bXW ZenW on hiV Za\ Uejoicing. ​40 ​Philip appeaUed in A]oWXV, and he ZaVb
WUaYeling and pUeaching Whe goVpel in all Whe WoZnV XnWil he came Wo CaeVaUea.b

● LaVW Ze heaU fUom Philip XnWil ch. 21. He VeWWleV doZn in CaeVaUea, and haV foXU giUlV!b
● êCaUUied aZa\ë _ coXld mean êfoUcefXl,ë Vame ZoUd foU VoldieUV Waking aZa\b
● êAppeaUedë iV Whe GUeek ZoUd foU êfindë _ Like êhe foXnd himVelfëb

○ CoXld be a moUe dUamaWic WelepoUWaWion, coXld be êThe SpiUiW foUcefXll\ led himb
aZa\, and he foXnd himVelf  afWeU he ended Xp in A]oWXV.ëb

b
HRZ CaQ WH ASSO\ TKLV?b
PeUVonal: AUe \oX honeVW ZiWh God, \oXUVelf, and oWheUV aboXW Whe meVV in \oXU life?b

● Non-ChUiVWian: bUing \oXU meVV Wo JeVXV and UeceiYe hiV gUaceb
● ChUiVWian: God VeeV, knoZV, caUeV, he loYeV. Famil\ hiVWoU\? PeUVonal Vin? Ph\Vical iVVXe?b
● AUe \oX Ueall\ VcaUed oU aVhamed? WeèUe all a compleWe WUainZUeck. LoYed b\ God!b

b
CoUpoUaWe: Do \oX belieYe WhaW God coXld do ama]ing ZoUk in oXU collecWiYe meVVeV?b

● OXU chXUch iV a meVV. LiWeUall\, Whe bXilding. BXW alVo neZ leadeUV, old bad habiWV, meUge, ab
moYe, and a bXilding pUojecW. Do \oX Whink WhaW VcaUeV God oU VWopV him fUom ZoUking?b

● OXU naWion iV a meVV. DiYided and fighWing.  YoX Whinkbb
b
LiYing in commXniW\ðiV noW alZa\V eaV\ oU pUeWW\. In facW, WhingV ma\ geW Xgl\ðThe challengeV aUeb
Ueal, bXW WheVe aUe pUeciVel\ ZhaW Ze mXVW face in oUdeU Wo gUoZ and maWXUe in oXU WUXe Velf.b
ScUipWXUe UemindV XV WhaW in Whe midVW of bUoken, VinfXl, fUXVWUaWing people, GodèV SpiUiW iV aW ZoUkb
cUeaWing a WUanVfoUmed commXniW\. God iV noW VXUpUiVed b\ oXU bUokenneVV. HiV Za\ of maWXUingb
XV iVnèW  WhZaUWed. In facW, iW iV ​in​ and ​b\​ Whe meVVineVV WhaW God doeV Whe VXpeUnaWXUal ZoUk ofb
dUaZing XV inWo Whe likeneVV of hiV SonðThe SpiUiW iV moVW acWiYe Zhen WheUe iV gUeaW ZoUk  Wo do.b b
æ Rich PlaVV and Jim Cofieldb
b
Bring \our mess and honest\ to Jesus. Donèt wallow in it and beat \ourself up. Donèt celebrate it in ab
lighthearted wa\. Bring it to the horrible cross and receive the cleansing love of  Jesus.b
b
b
b
BHQHGLcWLRQb
2 JRKQ 3​  ​3 ​GUace, meUc\, and peace Zill be ZiWh XV, fUom God Whe FaWheU and fUom JeVXV ChUiVW Wheb
FaWheUèV Son, in WUXWh and loYe.b
b
b
b
b
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