
Moses and JesXsb
Acts #10 _ 6:8-15b
October 12, 2020b
b
Pre-Sermon Remarksb

● Pra\ for me, traYeling to SoCal for another netZork tripb
● NetZork re-named _ Harbor NetZorkb

b
PRAYERb
b
IQWURGXFWLRQ _ MISUNDERSTANDINGb

● Nobod\ likes being misXnderstood, particXlarl\ Zhen itès *so close*b
● JesXs Zas misXnderstood dXring his earthl\ ministr\ _ ​MaWWKHZ 5​  ​17​ Donèt think that Ib

came to abolish the LaZ or the Prophets. I did not come to abolish bXt to fXlfill.b
○ Wh\ ZoXld JesXs need to sa\ êdonèt think thatë Xnless people thoXght that?b

● Last Zeek, Ze met a man named Stephen _ Hellenistic JeZ liYing in JerXsalemb
○ Earl\ chXrch deacon, in charge of food distribXtion to ZidoZsb
○ BXt, heès also Xsed in miracXloXs Za\s, and one heck of a preacherb

● Like JesXs, he is misXnderstood in a particXlar Za\, letès diYe in and see Zhat I meanb
b
OSSRVLWLRQ WR SWHSKHQb
8 ​NoZ Stephen, fXll of grace and poZer, Zas performing great Zonders and signs among theb
people. ​9 ​Opposition arose, hoZeYer, from some members of the Freedmenès S\nagogXe,b
composed of both C\renians and Ale[andrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, and the\ began tob
argXe Zith Stephen.b
b
DaYLG PHWHUVRQ​  It ma\ seem strange to modern readers to learn that there Zere s\nagogXes inb
JerXsalem, Zhere the temple Zas clearl\ the focXs of attention and theologicall\ at the centre ofb
JeZish religion. BXt there is eYidence from archaeolog\ and from Rabbinic Zritings that at leastb
one s\nagogXe bXilding e[isted in the cit\ before its destrXction in AD 70. FXrthermore,b
s\nagogXes had a different, thoXgh related fXnction in JXdaism. There Zas no sacrificial ritXal, bXtb
the primar\ object Zas instrXction in the laZ of God, Zhich meant the stXd\ of ScriptXre, togetherb
Zith the oral laZ, Zhich, in TalmXd and Midrash, finall\ Zas Zritten doZn. An endeaYoXr Zasb
made to edXcate the Zhole commXnit\ in its faith, appl\ing the Zords of God to eYer\ area of life,b
Zorking oXt the implications of coYenant obedience. This Zas done, not merel\ throXgh Sabbathb
gatherings, bXt throXgh the Xse of s\nagogXes more generall\ as places for elementar\ edXcationb
and more adYanced stXdies.b
b
S\nagogXe of Freedmenb

● Hellenistic former slaYes _ ​(Lib\a, Eg\SW, TXUNe\)b
● Likel\ one s\nagogXe, possibl\ a netZorkb
● Possible-to-likel\ Stephenès home s\nagogXeb

○ SaXlès as Zell? Either Za\, Yer\ deYoXt people _ (immigrant commXnities)b
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FURP DHbaWH WR DHFHSWLRQb
10 ​BXt the\ Zere Xnable to stand Xp against his Zisdom and the Spirit b\ Zhom he Zas speaking. ​11b

Then the\ secretl\ persXaded some men to sa\, êWe heard him speaking blasphemoXs Zordsb
against Moses and God.ë ​12 ​The\ stirred Xp the people, the elders, and the scribes; so the\ came,b
sei]ed him, and took him to the Sanhedrin. ​13 ​The\ also presented false Zitnesses Zho said, êThisb
man neYer stops speaking against this hol\ place and the laZ. ​14 ​For Ze heard him sa\ that thisb
JesXs of Na]areth Zill destro\ this place and change the cXstoms that Moses handed doZn to Xs.ëb

● Their charge: Stephen is anti-temple, Moses, and laZ.b
15 ​And all Zho Zere sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intentl\ at him and saZ that his face Zas likeb
the face of an angel.b
b
SWHSKHQèV RHVSRQVHb
êHe\, \oXèYe not onl\ misXnderstood me, \oXèYe misXnderstood the Zhole stor\lineëb

● The land _ Acts 7:1-16 (Godès promises to Abraham)b
● The leader _ Acts 7:17-36 (Godès call on Moses)b
● The laZ _ Acts 7:37-43 (the breaking of the laZ, the oracles of God)b

○ All comes together in DaYid, Solomon, and the Templeb
b
Brief E[cXrsXs: The LaZ and Angelsb
Wh\ dReV iW Va\ SWeSheQ had Whe face Rf aQ aQgeO?b

1. AFWV 7​  ​53 ​YoX receiYed the laZ Xnder the direction of angels and \et haYe not kept it.b
2. HHbUHZV 2​  ​2​ For if the message spoken throXgh angels Zas legall\ bindingðb
3. DHXWHURQRP\ 33​  ​2​ The Lord came from SinaiðZith ten thoXsand hol\ ones.b

b
Big TXeVWiRQ: WhaW caQ Ze OeaUQ fURP Whe RSSRViWiRQ WhaW SWeSheQ faced?b
b
1. LLNH SWHSKHQ, ZH PXVW HPbUaFH WKH FKaOOHQJH RI SFULSWXUHb

● Freedmen: tr\ing to proYe their JeZishness, in a conte[t of secXlar SaddXceesb
○ The most intense, conserYatiYe, back-to-basic t\pes (like some immigrants)b
○ NR ZRQdeU​ that the\ Zere opposed to some radical-soXnding neZ teachingb

● FocXs on the templeb
○ JesXs made some radical claims aboXt the temple _ ​MaWWKHZ 26​  ​21​ This man said, çIb

am able to destro\ the temple of God, and to rebXild it in three da\s.b
○ Think aboXt hoZ radical Stephenès teachings ZoXld haYe soXndedb

● Yes, JesXs changes eYer\thing, bXt itès all the fXlfillment of the blXeprintsb
○ Years later, apostles Zere able to commXnicate hoZ JesXs changes the templeb
○ The book of HebreZs deals Zith it at length, and itès still hard to graspb
○ AQaORg\: ​m\ remodeled childhood home _ familiar bXt Yer\ differentb

● We still strXggle Zith these t\pes of tensions and challenges toda\b
○ Error #1: ignore the tensions and challenges (pla\ dXmb, sta\ shalloZ)b
○ Error #2: flatten all the tensions and challenges (post-enlightenment rationalism)b
○ Error #3: reject the tensions that donèt fit (highl\ personal)b

2b



WhaW if Whe BibOe iV chaOOeQgiQg aQd haUd WR XQdeUVWaQd b\ GRdèV YeU\ deVigQ? WhaW if WheVe chaOOeQgeVb
acWXaOO\ iQYiWe XV, OiNe JacRb, WR ZUeVWOe ZiWh GRd?bb

● I think that Stephen kneZ this, and this is Zh\ he comes back to the stor\line of the Bibleb
b
2. LLNH SWHSKHQ, ZH PXVW UHFRJQL]H WKH KaOI-WUXWKV RI WKH HQHP\.b
13​ ThiV PaQ QeYeU VWRSV VSeaNiQg agaiQVW WhiV hRO\ SOace aQd Whe OaZ. ​14​ FRU Ze heaUd hiP Va\ WhaW WhiVb
JeVXV Rf Na]aUeWh ZiOO deVWUR\ WhiV SOace aQd chaQge Whe cXVWRPV WhaW MRVeV haQded dRZQ WR XV.b

● The\ argXe, the\ canèt refXte, so the resort to tZisting Stephenès Zordsb
○ HoZ frXstrating that mXst haYe been for Stephen!bb
○ Heès tr\ing to e[plain complicated trXths, a massiYe stor\ that takes a dramaticb

tXrn in JesXs, comes to an Xne[pected clima[.b
○ Their response: êhe hates Moses!ëb

● The best lies are ones that haYe a good amoXnt of trXth to themb
○ Old analog\: rat poison is 99% good food, bXt 1% poisonb
○ Pre-shredded cheese has Zood pXlp in itb

● At the chXrch leYel, this is one of the reasons Zh\ Ze loYe going throXgh books of the Bibleb
○ Ièm not perfect, nor are an\ others Zho preach or leadb
○ BXt b\ going throXgh books of the Bible, Ze get e[posed to more trXthb

● At the personal leYel, there are tZo Za\s Ze join in the enem\ès Zork:b
○ HalfZa\ honest\ and confession _ onl\ sharing part of the sin, it Zas êjXst thisëb
○ HalfZa\ representation of opponents _ politics in particXlarb

b
3. LLNH SWHSKHQ, ZH PXVW NHHS JHVXV aW WKH FHQWHU RI WKH FRQYHUVaWLRQ.b
TheiU fRcXV iV RQ SWeSheQ: heèV aQWi-MRVeV, aQWi-WePSOe, aQWi-OaZb

● JesXs isnèt anti-Moses, heès the prophet and leader that Zas promised b\ Mosesb
● JesXs isnèt anti-laZ, he fXlfilled the laZ perfectl\ and Zas the perfect sacrificeb

○ Death on the crossb
● JesXs isnèt anti-temple, his bod\ is the neZ temple Zhere God and man meetb

○ ResXrrection, ascension, promised retXrnb
b
Some of these things in the Bible are jXst difficXlt to Xnderstand, Ze Zonèt Xnderstand allb
m\steries Xntil the da\ that Ze see JesXs face to face.b

● Until then, if Ze keep JesXs at the center, Zeèll be OKb
● God loYes Xs, Christ died and rose again, Ze can repent and come to him in faithb

○ Yeah, bXW ZhaW abRXW Whe NeShiOiP?​ Not sXre, letès dig inðZith JesXs at the centerb
b
FRXU CRPPLWPHQWVb

1. Committed to Godès Zord (eYen the mess\ and challenging parts)b
2. Committed to nXanced thinking (so man\ cXltXral forces against this noZ)b
3. Committed to fXll-trXths, not half-trXths (for \oXrself, for \oXrbb
4. Committed to keeping JesXs at the center (eYen Zhen Ze donèt fXll\ Xnderstand)b

b
b
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